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Opening remarks

Georg Schücking
Associate Expert

UN Water

Maren Heuvels
Facilitator

Stronger Together
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General presentation 2026 UNWC

From 2 to 4 December 2026, in the United Arab Emirates

Co-hosted by the United Arab Emirates and Senegal

Thematic: Achieving Sustainable Development Goal 6 

Continuity with the 2023 UN Water Conference - same format with intergovernmental sessions (and

interactive dialogues) and parallel events (special sessions and side-events)

No binding result

The 2026 UN Water Conference
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High-level preparatory meeting - Dakar, Senegal

Monday 26 and Tuesday 27 January 2026 at the Abdou Diouf International Conference Centre (CICAD) in Diamniadio,

located approximately 30 km from Dakar, where the 2022 WWForum was held

Preceded by a one-day event on 25 January 2026, co-organised by UN DESA, to strengthen multi-stakeholder participation,

including that of civil society. Further details upcoming

Objective of the prep meeting: to lay the groundwork for the final conference in December, based on preliminary discussions

on the 6 themes of the interactive dialogues 
The meeting is intended to assess progress on SDG6 and identify implementation gaps, bring together Member States, UN

entities, stakeholders to ensure an inclusive preparation for the main conference, and build momentum ahead of 2026

Languages: English and French

Registration: online registration is open, with a closing date of 10 January 2026

The 2026 UN Water Conference

Global Youth Movement for
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2026UNWC - High-level preparatory meeting - Dakar, Senegal
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26-27 January
High-level preparatory meeting

Dakar High Level Preparatory Meeting - January 2026 

On the road to the 2026 UNWC

23-24 January
Women in Water Diplomacy 1-day event

ISW’s civil  society and youth
coordination meetings and capacity
building (thematic and technical)

Water for Peace across the Interactive
Dialogues

GYMW meeting

25 January
UNDESA stakeholder meeting 

28 January
Debrief session and follow-up coordination 

Official meetings

ISW and other
stakeholders meetings

Global Youth Movement for
Water 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=o3rTZIj6wESRRJT7bDq_Gz0LjRHJrqBFvWkiY2lWSHZUQTNNSTJKWkY4NkYyRkRPVjZNM0JTNFg3MS4u&route=shorturl


Process 
   The themes of the Interactive Dialogues have been adopted at the PGA meeting on July 9, as follows: 

1.Water for People: The human rights to water and sanitation, including for those in vulnerable

situations, for healthy societies and economies

2.Water for Prosperity: Valuing water, Water-Energy-Food nexus, advancing integrated and

sustainable water resource management, wastewater and water-use efficiency across sectors,

and economic and social development

3.Water for Planet: Climate, Biodiversity, Desertification, Environment, Source to Sea, Resilience,

Disaster Risk Reduction

4.Water for Cooperation: Transboundary and International Water Cooperation, including Scientific

Cooperation, and inclusive governance

5.Water in Multilateral Processes: SDG 6, the 2030 Agenda and beyond, and global water initiatives

6. Investments for Water: Financing, technology & innovation, and capacity building

The 2026 UNWC
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Global Youth Movement for
Water 



Global Youth Movement for
Water 

Inclusive participation of civil society in the interactive dialogues 

Civil society advocacy initiatives 

Join our advocacy by signing our
open letter here

Global Youth Movement for
Water 
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Joint position paper of european NGOs 
(published in June 2025)

1.  Recommendations for the organisation of the 2026 UN WC

High level political mobilisation

Meaningful CS inclusion

Break silos / engage with other processes (e.g. COPs)

Strong diplomatic commitment

2.Recommendations to the EU and its member states on the proposed

themes (IDs)

all IDs included, except ID 6 ‘Investments for water’, as this had

not been introduced at the time of publication

Civil society advocacy initiatives 
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High-level compact - Sanitation and water for All (SWA)

The Compact has been endorsed by 29 countries and 28 organisations
today. 

Multistakeholder advocacy initiative

Global Youth Movement for
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Youth accountability framework
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Hadi Toure 
AFR’EAU, 

IWA & Grundfos Fellow (1  cohort)st

Global Youth Movement for
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UN 2023 WATER CONFERENCE STORY TIME
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The Water Action Agenda

We analysed 841 commitments under the
Water Action Agenda.
Here is what we found:

Only 25% of commitments include
youth as partners
Only 27% include youth as beneficiaries
 Even though 60% mention the word
“youth” somewhere

Global Youth Movement for
Water 



Youth accountability framework
Our objective is to support Commitment-holders to be accountable in engaging youth in the course of

fulfilling their Water Action Agenda (WAA) Commitment.

Global Youth Movement for
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Youth accountability framework
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Moving forward

Scan for more on the accountability framework

Global Youth Movement for
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Youth coordination to allow for impactful engagement (accountability, capitalisation, proactivity...) 
Webinar, hybrid meeting in Dakar, capacity building between Dakar and the UAE
Who is going to Dakar? → please reach out to us!

Together with civil society 
Breakoutrooms today... to build on and push forward 
ID concept note and Fill Up The Glass 2.0 

Youth substantial engagement in the 26UNWC

Global Youth Movement for
Water 

https://www.unmgcy.org/about-5


Example of 2023 youth advocacy campaign

Water for Health
Water for Development

Water for Cooperation

Water for Climate

Water Action Decade

5 key demands

Access to safe water and sanitation, as basic
human rights, especially for young women and
girls

Dedicated funding for youth-led  community-
based water solutions

Adequate training for youth, especially young
women, to acquire knowledge to tackle water
and climate issues

Inclusion of youth in water governance with
water as an instrument of peace and
cooperation

Creation of an inclusive and permanent body
within the United Nations to address water  and
nomination of a UN Youth Envoy on Water

Analyse the themes 26UNWC (issues, stakeholders, challenges, opportunities)
Define key advocacy messages or objectives - Moderator and rapporteur
Summary to be shared in plenary                     → 45 min 



Water for people Water for prosperity Water for the planet Water for cooperation Water in multilateral processes Investments for water

Lesha Witmer 
BE

Alexandra Chevalier 
WaterAid

Bella Lima 
SWA

Edouard Boinet 
INBO

Erik Schnetzler 
GWH

Johannes Rueck 
German WASH

Network

Breakout rooms (45 min)

 Malesi Shivaji
KEWASNET

Moderators

Rapporteurs

Emira Seidenalieva
CAY4W

Lisa Oppermann
EYPW

Marta Zaragoza Navarro
WYPW

Magdalena Zivanovic
EYPW

Kevin Kamnang 
LOJIQ

Gazi Nouman
WYPW

Marie Bouysse
Coalition Eau



Water for people Water for prosperity Water for the planet Water for cooperation Water in multilateral processes Investments for water

Plenary restitution (20 min)

Emira Seidenalieva
CAY4W

Lisa Oppermann
EYPW

Marta Zaragoza Navarro
WYPW

Magdalena Zivanovic
EYPW

Kevin Kamnang 
LOJIQ

Gazi Nouman
WYPW



Nov 2025
Webinar 1

Dec 2025
Webinar 2

Dec 2026

2028, 2030 
4  UN WC, Tajikistanth

Beyond 2030

Proposed pathway 

On the road to the 2026 UNWC

Jan 2026
Reps selection

Webinar 3
Dakar preparatory meeting

Capacity building
Advocacy campaign built on

SDG 6 solutions
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Following webinars

January 14: Preparing for Dakar and beyond

Capacity building for effective participation in Dakar; 

Water for Peace across the Interactive Dialogues;

Logistics and updates on Interactive Dialogue leads;

Post-Dakar roadmap.

Dakar hybrid meetings

MGCY & GYMW Capacity Development between Jan and Dec

Upcoming!

Next steps

Global Youth Movement for
Water 
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THE END... For now
Thank you for your participation!

info@sie-isw.org

@InternSecrWater

https://www.sie-see.org/en/

Want to reach out?  
Youth Sector 
Alix Debray adebray@sie-isw.org

Civil Society
Coline Arnoux carnoux@see-swe.org

https://www.facebook.com/ButterflyEffectNgoCoalition

